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ABSTRACT

T his study a na lyze s the slang w ord used in S ea son 1 of the N etflix se ries Ne ve r Ha ve I Ev er S ea son 1.

T he purpo se o f this study is to ide ntify and ca te gorize sla ng w ord s ba sed on the ir w ord form a tion

p roc esses a nd so cia l func tions. The w riter a pplied qua lita tive d esc riptive a pp roa che s to a nalyze the

d a ta . T he w rit er fo und 5 3 sla ng w o rds used by the c ha ra cter in the N etflix serie s Nev er H a ve I Ev er. The

w riter identifie d sev en distinct proc esse s out of 16 w ords form a tion pro ce ss from M a ttiello's the ory: 7

instanc es of c om pounding, 1 0 insta nces of c lip ping, 4 insta nce s of a c ronym o r a b brev ia tio n, 27

instanc es o f sem a ntic shift, 1 insta nc e o f re duplica tive fo rm ation, 1 insta nce of va ria tion, 1 insta nce of

p refixation, a nd 2 insta nc es o f fa nciful form a tio n. The m a jority of da ta c om prises sla ng te rm tha t ha ve

unde rgo ne a se m a nt ic shift, w ith to tal 27 sla ng term .

INTRODUCTION

It's com m o n know le dg e tha t la ng ua ge is the m ost

c rucia l co m m unica tio n too l for info rm at ion

sha ring . La ngua ge is c ritic a l in hum an soc ia l life,

no t just fo r co m munica tion, but a lso fo r a spe cts

o f culture and so cie ty ev olution. A c co rding to [1]

lang uag es a re c la ssified by the ir lev el of fo rm ality,

ra nging from fro ze n, fo rm a l, a nd co nsulta tiv e to

int im a te a nd c asua l form s. La ngua g e dive rsity,

w hich re fe rs to the type of lang uag e use d by

sp ea kers, is distinguished b y this form a lity sca le,

from the m ost form a l a nd officia l fro ze n la ngua ge

v a ria nt to the mo st re la xe d c a sual style. C a sua l

lang uag e, d efined a s used in inform a l c ontexts,

inc lude s sla ng, w hic h W a rdha ugh de scribes a s a

unique a nd sec retive socia l va riety. A c cord ing to

[2], sla ng w ords o fte n perta in to a spe cific a ge

gro up or a d he re to a pa rtic ula r trend , defining

gro up identity thro ug h short-live d expressions.

T hese w o rds em e rge from a so cieta l nee d fo r

nov el, cre at ive , hum orous term s, e na bling

individua ls to express the m selv es uniquely,

pro voc a tiv ely , a nd am ica bly. [3] d efined sla ng a s

a la ngua g e use d in "intim a te" group ta lks. S la ng is

a type o f ja rgon d istinguishe d by its re fusa l to

fo llo w form a l co nv entions, re la tiv e fre shness, and

ep hem era lity, a nd is used to cla im so lid arity.

S la ng freque ncy is conne cted w ith p ee r

co m m unica tio n a s w ell a s ga ngste r

co m m unica tio n. R enow ne d linguist [4] explains

tha t m o rphology is not only c once rned w ith the



rules tha t gov ern the struc ture of w ord s b ut also

w ith the w a y these rule s inte rac t w ith o ther

c om po nents of g ram m a r, suc h a s synta x a nd

p honolo gy. [4] e mp ha size s tha t m orpholo gy p la ys

a critica l ro le in understa nding ho w w ord s c a n b e

syste m a tica lly v a rie d a nd co m bine d to e xp ress

d iffere nt m e aning s a nd gra m m a tica l func tions.

B a sed on the ba c kground ab ov e, the w rit er

form ula te d re sea rc h questions suc h a s w ha t a re

the sla ng w ord fo rm ation proce ss a nd w ha t a re

the soc ia l functio n of sla ng w ord s. This study w a s

c onduc ted to de scribe the w o rd fo rm at ion

p roce ss of sla ng w o rds a nd to identify a nd

a na lyze the so cia l function o f slang w o rds.

METHOD

T he re sea rch unde rta ken in this study a d opts a

d esc riptiv e qua lita tiv e ap proa c h, e m pha sizing the

significa nce of re sea rc h to ols in eluc ida ting the

p henom e na under inv estiga tion. O pera ting w ithin

the rea lm of qua lita tiv e m e thodo logy , the study

e nga ge s in a thoroug h e xa m ina tio n o f da ta

re sults thro ugh the prism of de scriptiv e ele m ents,

e ncom p a ssing a dive rse arra y of linguistic

a rtifa cts suc h a s w o rds, p hra se s, a nd utte ra nc es.

T he w rite r choo ses to use the N etflix S erie s

a s a source of d ata to

a na lyze sla ng w ord s a nd prese nts a fa scinat ing

o ppo rtunity to e xplore co ntem po ra ry la ngua g e

usa ge w ithin a spec ific cultura l c ontext. T he

re sea rc h's da ta c onsists of cha ra c ters' sla ng

w ords a nd p hrase s d epicte d b y the c harac ters in

the N etflix S e ries . T o

a na lyze sla ng usa ge in S ea son 1,

the w rite r eng a ges in m ultiple v iew ings to

im me rse in the dialogue a nd intera c tions,

foc using on sla ng term s, c olloquia lism s, a nd

o ther linguist ic fe a tures, no ting their freque nc y,

c ontext, a nd connot ations. S ystem a tic note -taking

is crucia l, doc um enting spec ific e xa m ples o f

slang w ords a nd phra se s along w ith the ir

co ntexts a nd interp reta tio ns. Fo llow ing the

m eticulo us c olle ction of da ta , the next sta g e of

the rese arc h p roce ss c ove rs a deta iled

exa m ina tion o f the ga there d m a teria l. This

a na lytic a l a tte m pt is ca rrie d out m e thodica lly, to

cre a te a full de scrip tion a nd esta b lish the

co m ple x co nne ctions tha t exist w ithin the issue

under c onsid era tio n. O ne asp ec t of repre senting

da ta inv olv es o rga nizing a nd c a teg oriz ing slang

w o rd form a tio n p roce ss term s ide nt ified w ithin

the series a cc ording t o pred efined c riteria ,

a lig ning w ith qua lita tive m ethod olog ies prop osed

by [5]. T his inc lude s g rouping t erm s ba sed o n

their ling uistic cha ra cte ristic s, c ontextua l usa ge ,

or them a tic rele va nc e into ca te gories such a s

A cro nym , Blending , C lipp ing, C o mp ounding , and

othe rs a s o utline d b y [6]. T his ap proa c h

em p ha size s them a tic c oding a nd na rra tive

a na lysis, w hich ca n be a pp lie d to cla ssify these

term s a nd pro vide deta iled expla na tio ns

a long side co ntextual inform a tion.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Ta b le 1 : E xa m p le o f co m p o u n d ing d a t a 1 N ev er H a ve I

E v er S ea s o n 1 E p . 1

Slang

Word

Type of Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

1. S hit-fe s

t

C om p ounding

No un + N oun

E xp ressio n

of A ttitude s

and

Em otio na l

A c ha o tic or

unple a sa nt

situa tio n

Formation Process:

Shit (b a d/unp lea sa nt) + Fe st (c lip ped fo rm of

Festiva l) celebrato ry co nno ta tion = Shit -Fe st

(C o m pounding w ith S em a ntic S hift)

In the co ntext of sla ng form a tion, the term "shit

fe st" c a n be ca te gorized unde r co m pounding w ith

elem ents of sem a ntic shift a nd c lip ping.

C om p ounding inv olve s com b ining tw o or m ore

w o rds to crea te a new te rm w ith a spe cific



m e a ning. In this c a se, "shit" is a vulga r te rm often

use d to de scrib e so m ething ba d, unp lea sa nt, o r of

low q ua lity, w hile "fest" is a clipp ed form o f

"festiva l" or "festiv ity," usua lly ind ica ting a la rg e

e ve nt or ga the ring w ith a celeb rato ry co nnota tion.

W hen c om bine d, "shit fe st" form s a ne w p hra se

tha t v ividly im plie s a situa tion or p erio d

c ha rac terize d by unplea sa ntness, c ha o s, or po or

q uality.

T ab le 2 : E xa m p le o f clip p in g d a t a 1 N e ve r H av e I E ve r

S ea s o n 1 E p . 2

Slang

Word

Type of

Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

1 U ggo C lipping +

S uffixa tion

-o

In gro up

c om m unica tio

n (to insult

so m eone ’ s

a p pea ra nce )

U na ttra ctiv e

or ug ly

pe ople

Formation Process:

U gly (c lip pe d a nd m od ified) – ugg + S uffixat ion

-o = U gg o + S uffixa tion -s (plura l) = U gg os

(som eo ne o r a nything that is p hy sica lly ugly)

T he term ‘ U ggo ’ is a c om bina tion of clipp ing

a nd suffixa tion sla ng fo rma tion p roc ess,

a lt ho ugh the w ord ‘ ugg o’ ha s no m e a ning in

sta nda rd English dictio naries. T his te rm m ea ns

"una ttra ctive ," he nce it c a n b e dra w n. The c lo sest

c onclusion is de riv ed from the ro ot w ord ‘ ug ly,’

w hich be gins w ith ‘ ug,’ (clipping pro cess) a nd

a d ds the d im inutiv e suffix ‘ -o,’ (suffixat ion

p roce ss). T he m ea ning of the te rm "ugg o" is sla ng

for som e one o r a nything that is physic ally ugly. It

is com m o nly used a s a p ejora tiv e p hra se to m o ck

p eop le's a pp ea ra nce s. T he te rm 's o rigin is unc lea r,

although it be ca m e pop ula r in the e arly 20 00s.

T ab le 3 : E xa m p le o f a cro n ym d a ta 1 N e ve r H a ve I E ve r

S ea s o n 1 E p . 1

Slang

Word

Type of

Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

1. U N

(yu-en)

A c ronym C re at ivity

a nd

Innov a tion

(to d em e an

o r insult a

g roup)

O utsid ers w ho

d o not m ee t

the soc ia l o r

a ttra c tive ness

sta nda rd s.

Formation Process:

U N (a sta nda rd ab bre via tion fo r U nite d N a tions)

>> U N (S hifted a s a bb rev ia tio n fo r U nfuc ka ble

Ne rds)

"U N" is a n a bb rev ia tion for "unfucka b le ne rds."

The term " U N" se rve s to re info rce group

bo und a ries by c rea ting a n "us v s. them " dyna m ic .

T his la be ling is not just a pe rsona l insult b ut a

soc ia l signa l tha t c om m unica te s to othe rs w ho

be long to the "in" g roup a nd w ho a re e xc lude d.

T he te rm "U N " a cts a s a bound ary m a rker.

Ta b le 4 : E x a m p le o f s em a n tic s h ift d a ta 3 N ev er H av e I

E v er S ea s o n 1 E p . 1

Slang

Word

Type of Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

3 S ucke d Se m a ntic

S hift

(M e ta phoric a l

E xte nsion)

Expre ssion

of A ttitude s

a nd

Em o tions (to

co nv ey

dissa tisfa cti

on)

T o B e Ba d

or

U nplea sa nt

o r to hav e a

Ba d

Expe rienc e

Formation Process:

Ba se w o rd: S uc ked (pa st te nse from suck) dra w

som e thing into the m outh

M ea ning shifte d to T o B e Ba d or U np lea sa nt

The sla ng term "suc ked" is use d to expre ss

dissatisfa c tion o r disap pointm ent w ith som e thing.

It is a n info rm a l term used to d esc ribe som ething

disap pointing, unsa tisfac tory, o r othe rw ise

neg ative in expe rienc e o r q ua lity. T his info rma l,

co llo quia l expression v iv idly co nve ys her nega tive

em o tions a nd re inforce s the se ve rity o f he r

expe rienc es.



T ab le 5 : E x a m p le o f red u p lica tiv e d a ta 1 N e ve r H a v e I

E v er Se as o n 1 E p . 7

Slang

Word

Type of Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

1 . ra zzle -d

a zzle

Re duplica tiv e

(rhym ing

re duplica tive )

C re a tiv ity

a nd

Inno va tion

(to d escribe

sho w y

b eha viour)

T o im press

o r

extra va ga n

t

Formation Process:

B a se W ord: Ra zzle

Re duplica te d Form : Da zzle

Diffe renc e o nly in the initia l (R-D)

In the ca se of "ra zzle -d azzle," the p roce ss inv olv es

re pe ating a sim ilar-so und ing se quenc e to form a

c a tchy a nd m em o ra ble p hra se. This o cc urs w hen

a w ord or p a rt of a w o rd is rep ea te d w ith a c ha nge

in the init ia l conso na nt or vo w el, c rea ting a

rhym ing e ffect. In "ra zzle-d azzle," the tw o pa rts o f

the w ord rhym e w ith e a ch other, w ith "ra zzle" a nd

"d a zzle" d iffering only in their initia l c onsona nts

("r" a nd "d").

T ab le 6 : E x am p le o f V a ria t io n d a ta 1 N e ve r H a v e I E ve r

S ea s o n 1 E p . 8

Slang

Word

Type of

Slang

Formation

Social

Function of

Slang

Meaning

1 Da ng V a ria tio n E xpre ssion of

A ttitudes and

Em otions (to

e xp ress mild

a nger or

a nnoya nc e)

Expre ssion

o f m ild

frustra tio n

Formation Process:

B a se w ord: Da m n

(A n excla ma tion o f frustra tion or

d isa ppo intm ent.)

V a ried Form : Da ng

(It re tains the e ssenc e of e xp ressing m ild

frustra tion or surprise but in a less offe nsiv e

m a nne r, ma king it suita ble for ca sua l, ev eryd ay

use.)

The a na lysis re ve a led tha t 8 d iffere nt ty pes of

sla ng w ord form a tio n proc esse s w ere ide ntified

fro m 16 p roce sses found in S ea son 1 of the

Ne tflix se rie s . T hese proc esse s

inc lude c om po und ing, clipp ing, a cro ny ms o r

a bbre via tions, sem a ntic shift , re duplica tive

fo rm a tion, va ria tion, affixa tio n, a nd fa nc iful

fo rm a tion. A d ditiona lly, the d a ta w a s ca teg orized

into 6 d istinc t soc ia l functio ns.

Ta b le 7 . S la ng W o rd Fo rm a tio n P ro ce s s Fin d in g s

Word Formation

Process

Frequency Percentage

1 C om po und ing 7 13.2%

2 C lipping 1 0 18.9%

3 A c ronym o r

A bb rev ia tion

4 7.5%

4 S em a ntic S hift 2 7 50.9%

5 Red uplic a tiv e 1 1.9%

6 V a ria tio n 1 1.9%

7 Pre fixa tion 1 1.9%

8 Fa nciful

Forma tion

2 3.8%

T ota l 5 3 100 %

Ba se d on the da ta in the ta ble of sla ng w ord

fo rm a tion p roce sses, it w a s found tha t there a re a

tota l o f 5 3 sla ng te rm s fro m the Ne tflix se rie s

S e aso n 1 . U sing M attiello's

theo ry, the se terms w e re c ate go rize d into 8 slang

w o rd form a tio n pro cesse s w ith pe rce nta ges:

13 .2 % c om po und ing, 18 .9 % c lip ping , 7 .5 %

a cro ny m s or a bbre via tions, 50.9% sem a ntic shift,

1.9% redup lic a tive form a tio n, 1.9% va riation, 1 .9 %

pre fixa tio n, a nd 3.8% fa nciful form a tio n. How ev er,

out of the 53 te rm s, only 8 sla ng w o rd form a tio n

pro cesse s w e re ide ntified, a nd 7 other proc esse s

w e re no t fo und in the c ha ra c ters' uttera nc es in the

series, suc h a s ble nding, infixa tio n,

ba c k-form a tio n, conv ersio n, w ord m a nufa cture ,

final co m bina tio n, a nd re ve rse form a tio n.



T ab le 8 . Sla n g So cia l F u n ctio n F ind in g s

No. Social Function Frequency Percentage

1 G roup Identity 8 1 5.1%

2 In-gro up

C om m unic at ion

10 1 8.9%

3 G roup So lid arity 2 3.8%

4 E xpre ssio n of

A ttitudes and

Em ot ions

15 2 8.3%

5 R ebe llion a nd

Resistanc e

6 1 1.3%

6 C rea tivity a nd

Innova tion

12 2 2.6%

To ta l 53 1 00%

B a sed on the da ta found in the Ne tflix series

sea son 1 , 53 te rm s w e re

a na lyzed a nd ca te gorized into 6 socia l funct ion

c a tego rie s of sla ng w ords. T he re sults identifie d

the fo llow ing c a tego rie s: 15 .1 % group ide ntity,

1 8.9% in-group com m unic at ion, 3 .8 % gro up

so lid arity, 28.3% e xpressio n o f a ttitud es a nd

e m otio ns, 1 1.3% rebe llion a nd resista nc e, a nd

2 2.6% c rea tiv ity and innov a tion.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

In the a na lysis of slang te rm s from Se a son 1 o f

the Netflix series , a to ta l of 5 3

slang terms w e re identifie d a nd ca te gorize d

b a sed on the ir w ord form a tio n pro ce sses

a c cord ing to e xp ert the orie s a nd social func tions.

B y a na lyzing da ta from S ea son 1 o f the Netflix

se rie s to exa m ine sla ng w o rd

form a tio n proc esse s ac co rding to M a ttie llo's

the ory, it w a s obse rve d tha t not e ve ry sla ng w o rd

form a tio n pro ce ss is rep rese nted in the da ta . T he

lim ite d va rie ty of d a ta in this so urc e is re fle cte d in

the find ings. In the series, only 8 type s of sla ng

w ord form a tio n pro cesse s w e re ide ntified: T he

m a jority of the da ta co mp rise s sla ng term s tha t

ha v e unde rgone a se ma ntic shift, a pro ce ss in

w hich the me a ning of a w ord ev olve s, re sulting in

a nove l m ea ning tha t d ive rge s from the

co nve ntiona l d efinitio n, w it h a tota l of 27

insta nce s do cum ente d.

U tilizing M urra y's the ory o f sla ng, w hich d iv ide s

soc ia l functio ns into six interc onnec ted

ca te gories, it is no ted tha t a single sla ng te rm

m a y fulfill m ultiple functio ns. T he m ajo rity of the

da ta co nsists of slang t erm s tha t fulfill the so cia l

func tion of expre ssing of a ttitude s a nd e m otio ns,

w he re sla ng is e m plo yed to vividly c om m unica te

em o tions tha t sta nd a rd la ngua ge ca nnot co nve y,

tota ling 1 5 insta nc es.

Ba se d on the findings from the a na lysis of slang

term s in S ea son 1 o f the Ne tflix se ries

, sev era l sugg estions for future re sea rc h c a n

be m a de to e nha nce the unde rsta nding of slang

w o rd form a tio n pro ce sses. First, bro a dening the

da ta set to inc lude a w id er ra nge of so urce s—

such a s diffe rent m e dia form s, film s, social m ed ia ,

a nd va rio us te lev ision genre s— could prov id e a

m ore com p rehensive vie w of sla ng a nd its

fo rm a tion p roce sses. A d ditiona lly, future studie s

should exa mine sla ng form a tio n proc esse s tha t

w e re not re prese nted in the current a na lysis, this

w o uld o ffer a fuller pic ture of the m ethod s by

w hic h sla ng term s a re cre a ted a nd e vo lve .
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