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Abstract 

This research was aimed to find out the correlation between vocabulary mastery and the 

ability in comprehending reading text. The design of this research was correlational one. 

The population is Students of SMAN 3 Batang Hari Jambi. The number of sample was 

30 students selected by using random sampling technique. To get the data the researcher 

gave vocabulary and reading test then analyzed the data by using Pearson Product 

Moment Formula. After analyzing the data, the researcher got the value of r–counted. It 

was 0.78. The value of r-counted compared with the value of r-table. It was 0.362. It 

means r-counted > r-table. Therefore, the relationship between students’ vocabulary 

mastery and their reading comprehension was significant. It also can be concluded that 

the correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension 

was high correlation.         
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Introduction  

In learning English, the students 

should master four skills, namely listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Those 

skills are benefit to get communication in 

English. In addition, students also should 

master three basic language components. 

They are phonology, grammar, and 

vocabulary.  

Vocabulary is one of language 

components that more important than 

others. Thornbury (2004:13) says that 

without grammar very little idea on a 

statement can be conveyed but without 

vocabulary no idea on a statement can be 

conveyed. It means if we just spend time to 

study grammar, we cannot improve our 

language much but if we focus on 
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vocabulary we can see that vocabulary will 

improve our language. 

According to Langan (2002:341), if 

you have a poor vocabulary, it will make 

you have slow reading speed and limit 

your comprehension. Furthermore, Athans 

and Devine (2010:60) say that vocabulary 

is important because it gives significant 

impact on reading comprehension. 

In addition, Yossuke (2011:1) 

states that reading comprehension is a 

complex process in which the reader uses 

his ability to find the information. It means 

that, the reader must be able to 

comprehend the meaning of a reading text 

because the ability to read not only can 

read aloud what is written but the ability to 

understand what the reader reads. So, to 

comprehend the meaning of reading text, 

the reader needs to understand the number 

of vocabulary. Without it certainly can be 

difficult to understand a reading text.     

In English learning, there are many 

kinds of text. One of them is recount text. 

Recount text tells about event that 

happened in the past. According to 

Derewianka (1991), in a recount we retell 

past experience and recount text is a series 

of activities that happened in the past. It is 

used to keep and help us to express our 

experience. 

This research was intended to know 

the correlation between vocabulary 

mastery and reading comprehension 

recount text.  

 

Research Method 

This research was a correlational 

research. According to Gay (1987: 229) 

correlational research involves collecting 

data in order to determine whether, and to 

what degree a relationship exists between 

two or more quantifiable variables.  

Population is the group of interest 

to the research, the group to which she or 

he would like the results of the study to be 

generalized (Gay, 1987: 102). The 

population of this research was the first 

year students of SMAN 3 Batang Hari, 

Jambi. The number of population was 88 

students. 

Sampling is the process of selecting 

a number of populations for a study in such 

a way that the individuals represent the 

large group from which they are selected 

(Gay, 1987:101). The sample is only a part 

of the population, and 30 subjects are 

generally considered to be a minimally 

acceptable sample size in correlational 

study (Gay: 1978).   

In this research, the researcher used 

random sampling technique. According to 

Gay (1987:104), random sampling 

technique is the process of selecting a 

sample in such a way that all individuals in 

the defined population have an equal and 
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independent chance of being selected for 

the sample. 

To collect the data of this research, 

the researcher used vocabulary mastery 

test to find out the measure students’ 

vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension test to find out the measure 

of students’ reading comprehension. 

The kind of vocabulary test that 

researcher used was multiple choice. The 

aspect of vocabulary that would be the test 

such as: synonym, antonym, and meaning 

in context. The test consisted of 60 items 

and time allocation was 60 minutes and the 

kind of reading test that the researcher 

used was multiple choise, 25 items and the 

time allocation was 60 minutes. 

Before doing the real tests, the 

researcher tried them out to students out of 

the sample. This try out was aimed at 

finding out whether or not the students 

understood what they should do with the 

test and the time allocation was enough. 

Besides, the result of this try out would be 

used to analyze test items and to find out 

the reliability of test. 

To see the reliability of the two 

tests, the researcher used split half method. 

It was a kind of method, which divides the 

items of the test into odd group and even 

group. To calculate the coefficient 

correlation between the scores of odd and 

even items, the researcher used Pearson 

Product Moment formula as the following 

(Arikunto, 2002:243). Then, the result of 

correlation was analyzed by using 

Spearman-Brown formula (Arikunto, 

2002:156) to know the reliability 

coefficient of the whole test. The result of 

calculation of coefficient correlation of 

vocabulary mastery test was 0.83. The 

result of coefficient correlation of reading 

comprehension test was 0.79. 

To have good item test, the 

researcher did item analysis.  

Based on the result of item 

difficulty and item discrimination analysis 

of vocabulary mastery test and reading 

comprehension test it was found that 27 

items were accepted, 36 items were 

revised, and 22 items were discarded. 

The researcher collected the data 

through the following procedures: 

1. The researcher gave score 1 for the 

correct answer and 0 for the wrong 

answer of the two tests.    

2. The researcher counted the total score 

of each student for the two tests 

To analyze the data, the researcher 

followed the following steps: 

1. Finding the total scores for the two 

tests. 

2. Correlating the total score of the two 

tests by using Pearson Product Moment 

Formula. 

3. Then, the researcher compared the 

value of r-counted with r-table on the 
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level of significance 95% (       and 

the degree of freedom (df) n-2 (28). 

To test the hypothesis, a statistical 

analysis was used. The statistical or null 

hypothesis (Ho): “there is no significant 

positive correlation between vocabulary 

mastery and ability in comprehending 

reading text of the first year students’ at 

SMAN 3 Batang Hari,” was accepted if the 

value of r-calculated was the same or less 

than r-table. Otherwise, alternative 

hypothesis (Ha): “there is a significant 

positive correlation between vocabulary 

mastery and ability in comprehending 

reading text of the first year students’ at 

SMAN 3 Batang Hari,” was accepted if the 

value of r-calculated was higher than r-

table. 

 

Finding and Discussion 

To test the hypothesis, the 

researcher compared the r-counted with r-

table. The hypothesis was accepted if the r-

counted was higher than r-table. As a 

matter of fact r-counted was higher than r-

table (0.78 > 0.362). Therefore, the 

hypothesis that stated “there is a 

significance correlation between 

vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension at SMA N 3 Batang Hari, 

Jambi was accepted.  

In relation to classification of 

correlation elaborated by Arikunto (2002), 

the correlation of the two variables 

(vocabulary and reading) could be 

classified as high correlation. Relating to 

this, it could be interpreted that an 

increasing ability in reading 

comprehension, probably has relationship 

with an increasing mastery in vocabulary.  

 

Conclusions  

Based on finding as already 

discussed before, the researcher points out 

the following conclusions: 

1. There was a positive and significant 

correlation between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their reading 

comprehension of the first year 

students at SMAN 3 Batang Hari 

Jambi. It means that, vocabulary 

mastery gives much contribution in 

reading comprehension. 

2. The correlation between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their reading 

comprehension of the first year 

students at SMAN 3 Batang Hari Jambi 

was categorized as high correlation. In 

other word, if the students’ ability 

vocabulary is good, their reading 

comprehension is good too.  

 

Based on the conclusion above, 

some suggestions were presented as 

follows: 

1. For the students, in order to improve 

their reading ability they should make 

effort to increase their mastery in 
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vocabulary since complexity of a 

reading text caused by vocabulary 

mastery. 

2. Linguistic aspects in reading are not 

only vocabulary but many others. 

Therefore, the researcher suggests for 

further researchers to find another 

aspects in reading.  

 

Bibliography  

 

Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2002. Prosedure 

Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan 

Praktek. Jakarta: PT Rineka Cipta 

 

Athans, Sandra K and Denise Ashe 

Devine. Activities to build 

vocabulary and word skills. 

Available online:  

http://www.johnsoncreek.k12.wi.us

/faculty/mentings/Vocabulary%20E

lementary%20Activit.pdf: accessed 

on March 3, 2013 

 

Derewianka, Beverly. 1990. Exploring 

How Texts Work. Australia: 

Primary English Teaching 

 

Gay, L.R. 1987. Educational Research. 

Ohio: Merrill Publishing Company 

 

Grellet, Françoice. (1999). Developing 

Reading Skill.United Kingdom: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Langan, John. 2002. Reading and Stury 

Skill. New York: The McGraw-Hill 

Companies, Inc.  

 

Thornbury, Scott. 2004. How to Teach 

Vocabulary.United Kingdom: 

Bluestone Press, Charlbury, 

Oxfordshire. 

 

Yossuke, yosta. (2011). Reading 

Comprehension. Available online: 

http://yoyoii.blogspot.com/2011/06

/definitionreadingcomprehension.ht

ml accessed on March 28
th

 2013  

 

 

 

http://www.johnsoncreek.k12.wi.us/faculty/mentings/Vocabulary%20Elementary%20Activit.pdf
http://www.johnsoncreek.k12.wi.us/faculty/mentings/Vocabulary%20Elementary%20Activit.pdf
http://www.johnsoncreek.k12.wi.us/faculty/mentings/Vocabulary%20Elementary%20Activit.pdf
http://yoyoii.blogspot.com/2011/06/definitionreadingcomprehension.html
http://yoyoii.blogspot.com/2011/06/definitionreadingcomprehension.html
http://yoyoii.blogspot.com/2011/06/definitionreadingcomprehension.html

