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Abstract 

 

This paper aims to discuss vocabulary and riddles, and how to teach vocabulary by 

using riddles. Vocabulary is the total number of word.  Riddles include a part of 

vocabulary games, because riddles have criteria of game, it has sense of excitement about 

words. Teaching vocabulary by using riddles can make learning process interesting, to 

make students understand the meaning and to make students have ability to communicate 

with other, and to make students express their ideas in English. There are four steps to 

build vocabulary are being aware of words, reading, using dictionary, and studying and 

reviewing regularly. There are two activities in teaching vocabulary. First is learner 

training. The activities that can be used consist of the students pay attention to form, pay 

attention to the meaning, take risks and not afraid of making mistakes, and the students 

know how to organize their own learning, like using dictionaries to know the meaning of 

word. Second are word games that can be done in teaching vocabulary by using categories 

of word. Using riddles to teaching vocabulary to make students enjoyable to study 

vocabulary, to increase student’s ability in learning vocabulary, and to make students 

understand the meaning of words. To teaching vocabulary by using riddles use three 

procedure consist of pre-teaching activities the activity done before teaching process, in 

whilst-teaching activities the teacher instructs and asks the students to do some activities, 

and post teaching activities is necessary as the follow up phase on what the students have 

studied. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

English is important for everyone 

since English is often used as a means of an 

international communication. It is widely 

used in many activities all over the world. In 

Indonesia, it is one of the foreign languages 

that taught at school as a compulsory subject 

at junior high schools, senior high schools, 

and university. Alderson and Bachman 

(2009) say that there are four skills in 

English that should be mastered. They are 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Vocabulary is the important base of 

languages. To develop the skill of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing, the learners 

must be master in vocabulary, because 

vocabulary is skill that improves the other 

skills. Vocabulary is not an easy skill to 

learn for the students, they difficult to 

memorize. 
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To solve the problems, the learners 

should increase their vocabularies and 

teacher should also find interesting materials 

and good teaching strategy. There are many 

techniques to enrich student’s vocabulary 

that can be used by the teacher such as using 

media, games, picture, guessing words 

colors, card, etc. The writer chooses 

techniques with a riddles. This riddles make 

students more enjoy and interesting to 

memorize a words. 

How to Build Vocabulary 

In order that students can have a lot of 

vocabularies, they should know how to build 

it. Related to this, Fitri (2005), has several 

steps to build vocabulary as follow: 

1. Being Aware of Words 

When reading a story, then students get 

some difficult words, they must know 

that words are difficult. 

2. Reading 

After keeping such difficult words, they 

try to understand it. And they find the 

meaning of the word. 

3. Using Dictionary 

When people find a difficult word in a 

dictionary, most of them know how to 

use a dictionary, by using dictionary 

they get alot of meaning about words. 

4. Studying and Reviewing regularly 

In this step, when we learn, all the 

information or the meaning of the word 

that we get, not only learned when we 

are studying, but all information about 

word should be kept in one place, like 

in notebook. So they can be seen and 

studied again. We can study anywhere 

and anytime, so we should review 

regularly that at least once every couple 

of weeks. 

Method in Teaching Vocabulary 

When we start to learn the second 

language, we must start to acquire about the 

vocabulary of the language. Teaching 

vocabulary is a process or way to make 

students learn a unit of words presented by 

teachers. As a result, the student can respond 

to the teacher’s comment and use the 

vocabulary. To teach vocabulary, it can be 

used dictionary. Dictionary is a book in 

which we can check the meaning of words. 

Dictionary is an important role in teaching 

process, because without dictionary 

sometimes students get difficulties to get the 

meaning of words. Students should know 

good dictionary to be used. 

According to Thornbury (2002), there 

are two activities for vocabulary practice. 

They are: 

a. Learner Training 

In leaner training there are five 

activities that can be used, they are: 

1. They pay attention to form. It means 

they pay attention to the constituents of 

word, to the spelling, and to the 

pronunciation. 



2. They pay attention to the meaning. It 

means they pay attention to the meaning 

of word that are similar or different, etc. 

3. They are good guessers.  

It means they work out the meanings of 

unfamiliar words from their form and 

from contextual clues. 

4. They take risks and not afraid of 

making mistakes. 

They know how to organise their own 

learning, like using dictionaries to know 

the meaning of word in language 

learning. 

b. Word games 

Thornbury (2002), say that word 

games can be done in teaching vocabulary 

by using categories of word. So, the students 

interest with this technique in learning 

English. 

c. Based on all of methods for teaching 

our purpose in English class, the 

students have a fully understanding 

about English. Although teaching by 

riddles was very interesting and 

enjoyable for the students to improve 

their vocabulary, but the teacher 

should be able to teach with the 

interesting manner so that the 

students are not boring to learn 

vocabulary. 

Riddles 

Definition of Riddles 

Dale states (1971: 31), that students 

generally enjoy games and exercises 

involving the use of puns, riddles, 

crosswords puzzles, anagram and 

palindromes. Riddles include a part of 

vocabulary games, because riddles have 

criteria of game, it has sense of excitement 

about words. Because in the riddles games 

need more ingenuity in playing words 

formed. And Riddles can motivate someone 

become more interested to play. It has rule 

to play too. So riddle is part of games. 

There are many definitions of riddles. 

According to Evan (1957) “Riddle is the 

nouns all refer to something baffling or 

confusing which is to be solved”. Danny 

(2008) mention that “Word riddles” are 

questions with pun-like responses. 

According to Danny (2008): “A riddle is a 

statement or question or phrase having a 

double or veil meaning, put forth as a puzzle 

to be solved”. 

PROCEDURES OF TEACHING 

VOCABULARY 

Preparation 

Before the teacher starts to teach in the 

classroom, she or he should prepare the 

material at home. The teacher should 

consider several factors that she or he does 

for teaching. The first is selecting the 

material. The teacher should select the 

suitable topics to consider about the time 

allocation of the material and students 



ability. At the last, it is better for the teacher 

to prepare the teaching aids to support the 

teaching process. 

The teacher has to motivate her or his 

students and presents the material in 

attractive way in order to attract the students 

interest in studying and the students will pay 

their attention to all of the teaching material 

which are given by teacher. 

Implementation 

Pre-Teaching Activity 

Pre-teaching activity is the activity 

done at the beginning of the class used to 

give the students’ background knowledge, 

build their confidence, increase students’ 

concentration and stimulate curiosity. 

Besides, pre-teaching activity could make 

the students understand about what they 

have studied. 

Procedure of Pre-Teaching Activity: 

1. The teacher comes into the classroom and 

greets the students 

Example: 

Teacher  : “Hello students. How are 

you?” 

Students : “I’m fine, thank you” 

Teacher  : “Well class. Today we will 

play a game, named riddles. 

Do you know what is riddle?” 

2. The teacher explains about the riddles to 

the students 

Example: 

Teacher : “Riddles is a statement or 

question or phrase having a 

double or veil meaning, put 

forth as a puzzle to be solved”. 

3. Teacher explains the rules of the game 

The teacher explains the rule of the 

game to the students in order to make 

them more understand. 

Example: 

Teacher : “Do you know about the 

rule of this game? Now, I’ll 

tell you the rules. I’ll give 

you some statement and after 

that you can guess or catch 

my words that I mean”. 

4. Teacher checks whether student bring 

the dictionary or not This game is 

available to acquire new words, so the 

students can use a dictionary.  

Example: 

“Before we start the play, I want to 

check whether you bring the dictionary 

or not. Tari, do you have a dictionary?” 

Whilst-Teaching Activity 

This is the time to apply the technique: 

1. The teacher gave some statements or 

sentences that are relevant to a word. 

This kind of riddles consists of 

sentences and its answers. The students 

are asked to match the riddles in 

sentence with the answers every riddles 

has one answer. 



2. The teacher divide the students into 

some group 

3. The teacher asks the students to open the 

dictionary 

Some students sometimes find 

difficulties to create new words and they 

can open their dictionary 

4. The teacher asks the students to match 

the riddles and the answers correctly 

5. The teacher gives limit for the students 

to make it 

6. The teacher monitors the students’ 

activity and she/he will argue and give 

suggestion if the students get difficulties 

After the students match the riddles, 

the teacher asked to make simple sentences 

and describe it by using the answer of the 

riddles. 

Post-Teaching Activity 

This activity is done by the teacher after the 

class finishes the play : 

1. The teacher collects the students answer 

2. The teacher checks the students answer 

3. The teacher gives feedback and asks if 

anybody got a word using the entire 

letter 

4. The teacher tells the students what word 

she/he had written on the board. 

5. The teacher interviews about the 

riddles. 

From this activity the teacher can get 

information from the students. The 

information intended can be critic or 

suggestion about riddles games. After 

implementing the riddles, the teacher 

knows that riddles is one of the ways for 

teaching vocabulary effectively, because 

the students get new words through 

relaxing activities and increasing she/he 

vocabulary. 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Conclusion 

This paper discusses the use of riddles 

as a technique in teaching vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is an important element in 

teaching English; to master language we 

have to master vocabulary first. Otherwise, 

we will not be able to communicate 

smoothly and comprehensively within the 

language. Unfortunately, the learners seem 

to have difficulties in using English to listen, 

to write, to speak, and to read, though they 

have been studying English for many years, 

but they still cannot properly use it. The 

main factor that cause them not be able to 

communicate is that the lack of vocabulary, 

they only know a few words. 

Therefore, in teaching learning 

process, a teacher should apply a variety of 

techniques not only to teach syntactic 

function-grammatical but also he/she should 

pay attention to vocabulary achievement of 

the learners. There are many techniques that 

can be applied in teaching vocabulary. One 

of them what the paper has discussed, that is 

through riddle. Riddle can avoid students’ 



bore and motivate learners to use English. 

They are interested in studying new 

vocabulary so that they remember thing 

faster and better. 
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